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1 . (Twice Amended) A system for supplying an enclosed protected zone having air intake 
means with an air supply having an inlet and that is filtered to remove contaminates created by 
chemical, biological or radiological conditions, said system comprising: 

a) a three-stage air filter apparatus having an input fluidly coupled to said inlet and having 
an [input] output, said three-stage air filter apparatus having [a] first, second and third coaxially 
arranged annular filters, with the first filter being disposed within the second filter and the second 
filter being disposed within the third filter, and with the first filter being positioned closest to said 
input and the third filter being positioned closest to said output, said first filter filtering and removing 
particulates of at least a first size, said second filter filtering and removing aerosols and particulates 
of a size which is less than said first size, and said third filter comprising a gas adsorber for removing 
gases; and 

b) a supply fan having an input fluidly coupled to said output of said three-stage air filter 
apparatus and an output fluidly coupled to said air intake means of said protected zone, said supply 
fan supplying an air at a sufficient enough flow so as to provide said protected zone with a positive 
pressure. 

1 1 . (Twice Amended) A method for supplying an enclosed protected zone having air intake 
means with an air supply having an inlet and that is filtered to remove contaminates created by 
chemical, biological or radiological conditions, said method comprising the steps of: 

a) providing a three-stage air filter apparatus having an input fluidly coupled to said inlet and 
an outlet, said three-stage air filter apparatus having [a] first, second and third coaxially arranged 
annular filters, with the first filter being disposed within the second filter and the second filter being 
disposed within the third filter, and with the first filter being positioned closest to said input and the 
third filter being positioned closest to said output, said first filter filtering and removing particulates 
of at least a first size, said second filter filtering and removing aerosols and particulates of a size 
which is less than said first size, and said third filter comprising a gas adsorber for removing gases; 
and 

b) providing a supply fan having an input fluidly coupled to said output of said three-stage 
air filter apparatus and an output fluidly coupled to said air intake means of said protected zone, said 


